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Division of Parks & Recreation

The North Carolina State Parks System exists for the enjoyment,
education, health and inspiration of all our citizens and visitors.

The Mission of the State Parks System is to:

Conserve and protect representative examples of the natural beauty,
ecological features and recreational resources of statewide significance;

To provide outdoor recreational opportunities in a safe and healthy
environment.

To provide environmental education opportunities that promote
stewardship of the state’s natural heritage.



Park History

*Park established in 1969 as Masonboro State Park to preserve the unique
environment along the Cape Fear River.

*The 761-acre park is located on a triangle of land known as Pleasure Island,
which lies between the Atlantic Ocean and the Cape Fear River.

*The island was created when Snow's Cut was carved in 1929/1930 to connect
Masonboro Sound with the Cape Fear River. Snow's Cut, a part of the
Intracoastal Waterway, provides inland passage for boat traffic along the
Atlantic Coast from NJ to Galveston, TX
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TRAILS ————
Sugarloaf Trail easy 3.0 miles  orange drcles “ﬁf—:ﬁé%m
Campground Trail easy 1.0miles  blue circles > =
Swamp Trail easy .7imiles red circles

Snow's Cut Trail easy 45miles red diamonds

Flytrap Trail easy .50 miles orange diamonds
Oak Toe Trail easy .25miles blue diamonds
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Limestone sinks w/ distinct vegetation

Lily Pond
Cypress Pond
Grass Pond













Recreational Opportunities

Last year over 14 million people visited our state’s
parks, nature preserves and recreational areas

Nearly 550,000 people visited Carolina Beach State
Park last year.

Most popular activities
Hiking (6 miles of trails)
Camping (83 sites)
Boating (Boat Ramp and 54 Marina Slips)
Fishing
Nature Study
Picnicking






15 years after the blackout...
power is everything.
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